
 
DID YOU KNOW? 

That at Football Brisbane, our match officials who are new to refereeing, are taught 

a little differently to our more experienced officials?  There are reasons behind this!  

Primarily, to help them learn the fundamentals of officiating, before learning how and 

when to apply the interpretations that many of us are used to.  This can cause some 

confusion which can lead to confrontation on a match day.  This fact sheet will 

highlight how our new referees are being taught, and hopefully give some 

understanding as to why! 

INJURIES: 

Most of our new referees are young and lack the experience to distinguish between serious and 

minor injuries.  They are taught to stop the game straight away and call a person onto the field, 

to assess the injured player and decide whether the player needs further treatment.  While 

stoppages are frustrating for everybody associated with game, the welfare of players must be 

our priority! 

ADVANTAGE: 

New referees are first taught to identify and call fouls, before they are taught how to apply 

advantage.  Foul recognition is one of the most essential skills that match officials need to 

possess.  As our referees develop their knowledge and experience, they then learn how and when 

to apply advantages, so that it benefits the non-offending team, as the law is intended.

STOPPAGES: 

In junior matches, time will generally not be added for small time delays during play.  These are 

usually caused by minor injuries and substitutions.  This is due to the tight scheduling 

timeframes at our clubs.  As our game continues to grow, so does the demand on field space.   

OFFSIDE: 

A player in an offside position is not penalised until they interfere with play or an opponent. 

Where a long ball is going towards the goal keeper and an opponent who was in an offside 

position is pursuing the ball, youth referees are instructed to penalise the offside player earlier, 

before they get to the goal keeper, to avoid a possible collision. 

 

 

Much in the same way that new players are learning the game, so too are our match officials.  

We have to give them time to learn, grow and develop.  During this process, they will make 

mistakes, as we all do.  It is important that we are understanding of this and we don’t 

discourage them.  #RESPECT. 

REMEMBER: 


